Prostitution in Europe
the suspicion of the police, the bordells, especially those of lower grade, are everywhere in close touch with certain classes of criminals. Between the lowest class of criminals and the corresponding class of prostitutes intimate relations subsist.63 To the low class resort the lawbreaker betakes himself; there the outlaw receives sympathy and shelter. It is occasionally alleged that the reverse is true: that the bordell keepers turn the lawbreaker over to the police, assisting the authorities in discovering criminals. But the Dutch police, who have tried and discarded the bordell system and who, like other police with the same experience, would under no conditions countenance its reintroduction, are of a different mind. " Did the bordell keepers assist you in the deteetion of criminals?" I asked. "Oh, yes," was the' reply, " after they realized that we already knew."
So much for the inner side of thS"bordell; it remains to inquire into its influence on external order.
It is claimed that the bordell, by providing an ascer-tainable, if not well known, resort for immoral women and their customers removes scandal and suggestion from the public highways. Let us consider the argument in the light of the table already given. The bordell can at most interfere with the promenading and soliciting of the women interned in it; it cannot reduce the prominence of non-inscribed women, or of inscribed women living at large and expressly authorized by the police to walk all but a few streets. The existence of 47 bordells, with 387 inmates, in Paris does not interfere with
63 See Moll, loc. tit., p. 366: Ostwald, Schlupfwinkel der Prostitution in Das Berliner Dirnentum, Vol. II.
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